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S « The Lord ſaid, take away the filthy garments. Behold 


] have cauſed thy iniquity to paſs from thee, and I will 
cloath thee with change of raiment,” Zech. iii. 4. 


« We are all as an unclean thing, and all our Righteouſ- 
neſſes are as filthy tags, Iſa lxiv. 6. 


„% Wo to the rebellious children, ſaith the Lord,.that 


cover with a covering, but not of my Spirit, that they 
may add fin to lin,” Ila. xxx. 1. 
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c Thou ſhalt not wear a garment of divers ſorts, as 
of woolen and linen together.“ 


E, who deſpiſeth the law of Moſes, or 
* 14 X thinks lightly of the doctrines there de- 
livered, is miſtaken ; nor can he rightly 
de underſtand the goſpel, or value the 
ew-Leſtament, who does not eſteem the Old, 
ſince therein is hid much of the treaſures of 
the revelation of God, and which is only brought 
to light and made manifeſt by the goſpel, 


In the law Chriſt is preached, but only darkly, 
and the commandments, which ſeemed to reſpect 
ceremonies and outward things, were not given 
in vain ; for all things commanded by Moſes were 
ſhadows of the good things which came in by Chrift 

eſus, and patterns or copies of things ſhewed 
oſes in the mount. | 


We are told by the apoſtle, that the ſouls of 
good men, before our Saviour, were ſhut up under 
the law, and did not ſee the end of every com- 
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mandment. Hence it was that Moſes put a veil 
upon his face when he ſpake to the people; and his 
miniſters, and fuch as are hearers of him to this 
day, uſe” veils. The law is covered with a veil, 
the ark alſo, and the ſanQuary were hid from the 
Jews by being veiled, The "Holy Spirit would 
have us n that this is — merely human 
tradition, but that himſelf has his hand therein, 
ſignifying that the veil is upon the heart where 
men ſee not farther than the law and its appurte- 
nances. To ſuch all is veiled and dark, and they 
ſee not the glorious end of the law, nor know their 
way to eternal life, but are perpetually in bondage 
under the yoke of Mofes, without feeling the re- 
demption of Jeſus Chriſt. 


There was 333 ſo 5 light ſhined in the 
law of Moſes, as ſerved to help on the pious wor- 
Thippers in that time to faith in the Lamb of God, 
and which affifted them to pry a little into the great 
deſign the Almighty God had in ſaving the world. 


The rigid prohibition and charge to abſtain 
from blood had its good effect. Two reaſons are 
chiefly aſſigned by the faithful and meek prophet, 
wherefore blood might not be eaten : Firſt, becauſe 
it was the liſe: And ſecondly, becauſe blood made 
the atonement for the ſoul, No religious Jew 
could forbear to look upon blood as ſacred, not 
only becauſe of this ſo often repeated command- 
3 but alſo becauſe he ſaw how it was blood 
that hallowed the altar, the veſtments, and what- 
ever was uſed in the ſervice of God, All things 
were purged with blood; and though many found 
out, and ſpake of it, that * did not ng as 

00 


151 

blood of bulls, nor could it waſh out ſin, yet they 
all could not fee the unproſitableneſs of it; nor 
did any think worthily of it, but ſuch who were 
inſpired of the Holy Ghoſt, to look upon it as the 
figure only of the true blood which Jeſus ſned once 
for all; and theſe were perſons who ſaw afar off the 

ſalvation; and who died in faith. 


The doctrine delivered in the text, is yet more 
hard to explain, and not ſo clearly opened in the 
goſpe], as many other doctrines, of the ſhedding 
and ſprinkling of blood, facrifices, &c. are: But 
yet enough is ſaid by him who rent the veil in two 
from the top to the bottom at his death, and by his 


apoſtles, to make this dark law of uſe to us in this 
day. | | 6 


This doctrine is one of the many, of which the 
chriſtians ſeem to take notice. It ſeldom would 
come into our minds in our life, to ſcruple wear- 
ing a garment of woollen and linen together. 
They are often mixed, and worn by religious 
people, and men of tender conſciences, who at 
the ſame time have no conviction that they fin ; 
yea they would have but weg: heads, ſhould they 
believe nothing more was meant in this law than 


only to ſorbear wearing two ſorts of ſtuff in the 
lame garment. 


Could I believe our Saviour would have me goin 
ſackcloth, or be "covered in any way particularly, 
however it might ſeem a needleſs ſcrupuloſity, or 
ridiculous, I ſhould think it my duty to obey, 
Wantoaneſs and the gay ſpirit of the world has pre- 
vailed far upon the well 


of chriſtian congregations, 
is 


| 
| 
| 
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ſo that it would be hard to find out thoſe whoſe 
only ornaments are a meek and a quiet ſpirit, and 
whoſe only finery is the garment “ all glorious 
within.” But as the treating upon the dreſs and 
garb of chriſtians is not my purpoſe, I ſhall only 
wiſh all the lovers of the plain Son of David, to 
follow him in all ſimplicity of dreſs and manners, 
and not to be aſhamed of a God whoſe coat was 
without ſeam, and who did not conform to the 
faſhion of a world which paſſeth away; and ſo pur- 
ſue my deſign. 


The woollen garment in the text, is a ſhadow 
of the righteouſneſs of the law or the righteouſneſs 
of works; the linen alſo is a ſhadow of the righte- 
ouſneſs of faith, or Chriſt's righteouſneſs: To 
ſpeak plain therefore and after the manner of the 
goſpel, the text teacheth us not to blend both 
together, 


There are three ſorts of preachers who receive the 
ſcripture and confeſs the God of Abraham, | 


The firſt are ſuch as preach the law alone, 
and theſe are generally Jews, and men of their 
ſpirit.- 


The ſecond ſort are evangeliſts or true goſ- 
pel preachers, miniſters of the New- Teſtament, who 
preach only the Lord our righteouſneſs, and who 
will know nothing among their congregations, and 
ſouls committed to their charge, but Jeſus Chriſt 
and him crucihed, | 


There 


r 


There are others, of which the world is now too 
full, who fin againſt the law, and againſt the goſ- 
pel, blending both together, and teaching the peo- 
ple to wear the garment of linen and woollen, of all 
which I intend to ſpeak freely, | 


I do not wonder that St. Peter calls the law a 
yoke, which neither they nor their fathers could 
bear, becauſe it muſt have been ſo to them who 
heard not plainly of Jeſus and his ſalvation, Who, 
under the law, could have any comfort when he 
knew he was under the curſe as long as he conti- 
nued not in all things of the book of the law to do 
them? The more ſincere the more unhappy ſuch 
were who ſerved under the law, and heard of no way 
to heaven but a perfect obedience to all the ordi- 
nances of God. 


The ſacrificing their turtle doves, lambs and 

ats could not make eaſy the conſcences of awa- 
kened and truly pious. perſons, Such as made 
no more of religion than only to hear the law, 
frequent the temple, obſerve the cuſtoms and 
traditions of the elders, who faſted twice in the 
week, and found out means ſo to explain the 
law, as to make a fincere, though imperfect obe- 
dience (as they termed it) the whole, ſuch might 
content themſelves under the law, and hope they 
were righteous and good, and in a ſafe way: 
But where men had no time to deceive them- 
ſelves, but heard and knew the commandment was 
exceeding broad, judging the very thoughts and 
deſires, and condemning, and ſentencing. ſuch 
as broke the leaſt tittle of the law in any wiſe, 
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ſuch could not but be unhappy, and have their 


heavy hearts fink when they heard a zealous law- 
yer thunder out the curſe againſt tranſgreſſots. 


Faithful miniſters of Moſes, and true preachers of 
the law muſt thus preach : If you have done ten 
thouſand duties, faſted yourſelves to mere ſkele- 
tons, payed tythes of the herbs -in your garden, 
attended night and day in the houſe of God, and 
ſhall have failed only in ſome little matter, you are 
curſed,” | 7 | 


If you have kept fix hundred and five of the com- 
mandments, and ' ſhall have come ſhort in the 
fix hundred and fixth, you have the ſentence of 
God paſſed againft you, you are accurſed. 


If you have denied yourſelves all the pleaſures, 
and honours of the world for a hundred years to- 
gether, and been without blame, and ſhall only 
have a covetous thought, you are in a curſed ſtate, 
and condemned in the law. | 


If you have read and heard the word of God with 
reverence, obeyed all precepts, taught them to 
your _— wrote them upon the walls of your 
houſe, and upon the lintels and door - poſts, 
bound them about your arms as the moſt precious 
bracelets, and hung them upon your foreheads, 
as the moſt coſtly frontlets and jewels, prayed often 
and long, in public and private, and ſhould only 


take God's name in vain, you are zccurſed, and 


ſhall not be holden guiltleſs, you are undone and 
ruined. g | 


It 


1 


* 

If you had lived as righteous as Noah, Enoch, 
or David; yea if your holineſs had been excellent 
and perfect as the cherub, and ſhould have kept it 
to your laſt moments, and ſhould then ſin, all your 
righteouſneſs is polluted, your holineſs become abo. 
minable, you have fotfeited your right to the blef- 
ſings of God's covenant, you ſhall die, you ſhall 
ſurely die and be curſed of God, 


« Tf you keep the whole, and offend but in one 
point, you are guilty of the whole.” 


« Curſed is every one that continueth not in all 
things of the book of the law to do them,” 


This is che doctrine of the law; and if it be 
preached, this is the right way to preach it. Thoſe. 
perſons are to be commended, who know not Chriſt, 
who thus preach the law, and who thus echo 

the thunders of mount Sinai, and repeat its dread- 
ful language; for this muſt alarm the ſoul, and 
concern the careleſs and fleepy ſinner, But this 
way of preaching can ſet men beſide themſelves 
with very fright and terror, it can make them tremble 
and quake, and force them to "y out bitterly : 
It can make them dead to the Jaw, i. e. with- 
out hope of ever being helped or getting to hea- 
ven by their works: It can convince them how 
bad is the nature of fin, which fo brings the 
curſe upon all who obey it in the leaſt, but ir can- 
not ſave, Ut can diſtreſs the ſou], but it cannot 
deliver it. It can wound deeply, but not heal; 
bruiſe and make ſore the heart, but not cure; 
ſhew the hurt and evil, but not make found ; con- 
dema} and curſe, and doom to hell, but it canoot 
2 releaſe, 
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releaſe, or ſet a ſoul free, or help it a ſtep forwar 
to ſalvation. | | | 


When the religious and fincere perſons formerly 
ſaw the end of the law, and heard- its rigorous 
threatenings, they groaned under the yoke, and 
when the. prophets mentioned the deliverance, or 
Hinted at the coming of a Saviour, O how did they 
rejoice! They that before ſat in darkneſs and in 
the ſhadow of death, and who feared eternal miſe- 
ry, obtained hope, and longed to ſee the days of 
the Son of Man, and to hear his redemption 
preached plainly ; and though they could not have 
this privilege, yet as many as believed the Lord's 


report, died in faith, and eſcaped from under the 
fiery law and irs curlies, 


But how much to be pitied are honeſt Jews, who 
aim at righteouſneſs, and find all their efforts in 
vain z nor they alone, but all, in every religion, 
who have been dr to ſtumble over Jeſus Chriſt, 
and to deſpiſe and depreciate his righteouſneſs, and 
who are trying to erect the bable of their own; 
how mult they ſhudder when they perceive the 
ſtirrings of fin in their members? for let them 
reaſon as they will with their own hearts, and try 
to quiet their guilty and condemned conſciences, 
they muſt know fin is there, and will be like a 
canker at the root of all their. piety, and, like Jo- 
. nah's gourd, blaſt all their promiſes of being happy 

in eternity. | | 


This is the caſe with all ſincere people who 
follow after righteouſneſs, and ſeek it by other 


means, beſides our Saviour's death and blood. 
| They 


| Tin] 

They are hewing to themſelves broken ciſterns that 
can hold no water. They are ſtriving to make the 
Ethiopian white in vain, and attempting to get to 
heaven by another way than the ladder of Jacob, 


the gate and only door into the paradiſe of God, je- 
ſus and his wounds, 


I fay, this is the caſe with upright ſouls, who 
either Have been trained up in the falſe notion of 
being ſaved. by our own works, or who have not 
heard of Jeſus, but were kept blinded to him by the 
god of this world. For where ever men are, who 
fancy themſelves righteous, or would have others 
thinks ſo of them, they ſhould be told plainly, thou 
art a hypocrite; God, the faithful and true wit- 
neſs, has made thy falſe heart feel, many hundred 
times, that thy works are not perfect before him; 
thou art willingly deceived; thou art willingly ig- 
norant of thy own loſt ſtate, and of true righte- 
ouſneſs; all what thou haſt is a mere cobweb, a 
painted ſepulchre. Thou haſt not even the wool- 
len garment of the law, boaſt as much as thou 
wilt with thy prayers, thy charities, thy devotion, 
thy piety, thy knowledge, thy zeal, thy dutics 
and obedience; thou art ſtill a finner, thy con- 
ſcience ſhall be a ſwift witneſs againſt thee, the 
law ſhall pronounce thee accurſed and worthy the 
damnation of hell. If thou haſt not a better righte- 
ouſneſs, thou never ſhalt enter the kingdom of 
God world without end; thou never ſhalt be ſaved, 


but periſh with the righteouſneſs in which thou haſt 
truſted, | 


The true chriſtian preacher is one whom the 
God of the whole earth, the Lord who gave the 


law, 


| [ 12 ] 
law, has taught, and who is convinced that the 
law was given to make fin known, and to make 
it more exceedingly finful, and that righteoul- 
nefs comes not by that means, but by Chriſt Jeſus, 
who is become righteouſneſs to every one that 
believeth; and having heard the goſpel with ears 
to hear, and having underſtood the gracious ſay- 


ings of Jeſus, and been a witneſs himſelf both of 


the deplorable eſtate under the law, and the de- 


liverance by the merits and croſs of the Lamb, de- 


termines only to know and preach him crucified 
every where. To ſmall and great he teſtifies, 


that Jeſus Chriſt's righteouſneſs, his obedience to 


death, his ſufferings, and wounds, and blood are 
the only things that make a ſinner clean, or cauſe 
bim to ſtand boldly in the judgment. This is the 
only white linen, the only righteouſneſs which the 


ſaints wear above, and which can make them beau- 
.tiful «nd fair in the eyes of God Almighty, and in 


the tight of his holy angels. This makes the 


harlot fair in a moment; the polluted and defiled 


are herewith cloathed, and the ſhame of their na- 
kedneſs does not appear. Though their fins before 


had been innumerable, though they had not fo 


much 2s the Jeaſt ſhadow of righteouſneſs, but 
were ſelf. condemned and accuſed, though they 


might think, I am a curſed man; I deſerve hell; 


yet Jet them put on the Lord Jeſus, ler them get 


into his wounds, put on his ſhame and ſufferings, 


and they ſhall be altogether fair, their fins hall 
be for ever and ever hid, and their inquities co- 
vered. This mercy is granted freely, this wedding- 
garment is beſtowed out of pure ſovereign grace 
on loft fouls, and ſuch as turn to the Lamb from 


the law, Jeſus delivers them, that they ſhall no 


more 
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more be under the law, they ſhall be under grace. 


He ſtands their friend; he helps them and ſaves 
them from their ſins, bell, death, and the law, and 
gives them eternal life. 


This was his deſign in coming into the world; 
this was his grand purpoſe when he became man. 
He would firſt ſend his law, his holy and juſt 
law into the world; and by all means make the 
ſouls feel and ſee their fin, and the equity of his 
paſſing judgment upon all; and when the ſinner 
is well appriſed of this, and wants a Saviour, is dead 
to the law, has loſt all boaſting, and ſinks down 
before God who made him, as 2 poor condemned 
criminal, then does the Holy Spirit exalt a dying 
Jeſus before him, then does he glorify God his Sa- 
viour in his eyes, and make him look to the croſs 
where his dear Lord bled to death for him, He 
takes the righteouſneſs of Chriſt and decks him 
therewith ; he caſes his pained heart, and afſ- 
ſures him of his being juſtified from all fin through 
his faith in the Redeemer. He has made him 
loath the filthy rags of his own righteouſneſs in 
which he once truſted ; he has convinced him the 
woollen garment of the legal obedience would 
not do; and then brings the be robe, the white 
ephod down to the foot, the fine linen waſhed in 
the blood of the Lamb, and puts it on him. Thus 
ſhall it be done to the man whom the King of 
ſaints delights to honour, O may you and I have 
this for our robe when we leave the world, and 
enter worlds to come! With this we might 
through the valley of death chearfully and fear- 
leſsly, and in this enter the weddihg-chamber, 
and ſtand before God without ſpot or wrinkle, or 
any 


. 
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any ſuch thing. This is that raiment fo, often 
mentioned in the Revelations, where God ſays, 
« Ye ſhall walk before me in white, &c.” and 
this is that which the prophet calls ** the covering 
of God's Spirit,” This is the white linen which 
all muſt have if they would be ſaved, or go to hea- 


ven; and without it all elſe, however fair and ſpe- 


cious, is faulty and imperfect before him, whoſe 
eyes can behold no iniquity. 


This then is the doQrine of the goſpel, the 


glad news brought us by Jeſus; this is what has 
been hid from ages, and from generations, and 
of which the fathers and ancients, in the firſt 
four thouſand years, got ſome glimpſe, and were 
glad, This is what the patriarchs preached to 
their children, and of which the prophets ſearched, 
and wherewith they comforted the mourners in 


Sion, 


Would to God all preachers and miniſters would 
teach the ſame; they would teach ſinners in the 
right way, and be the means of ſaving themſelves, 
and the ſouls of them that hear them; they would 
deſerye the characters of miniſters of Chriſt and 
prieſts of God and the Lamb. "They would finiſh 
their couries joyfully; and after their toil and 
labours were happily ended, they would go and 
reſt with their chief Shepherd, and ſee him whom 
they had ſo loved, exhibited and exalted in the 
world, Jeſus would meet them with a ſmile, and 
with well done, good and faithful ſervants, 
enter ye the joy of your Lord!“ So let it be with 
me and with you in your dying hours, 


There 
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There are yet other preachers, who, in a mea- 
ſure, preach the law, and ſeem as if they believed 
morality and obedience were the only cauſe of 
our being accepted with God. They inſiſt upon 
the neceſſity of making ourſelves righteous, and 
doing our part, keeping the commandments, 
and attending the ſervice of God, &c. but leaſt 
they ſhould awaken the conſciences of thoſe who 
hear them, or bring under a deep concern about 
their ſalvation, their poor hearers, they tel] them, 
when you bave done all you can, Chriſt will do the 
reſt; he will make perfect your good works with 
his righteouſneſs : you nar begin and ſet about 
the work, by repenting and living a religious life 
and if that is not ſufficient, when you come to die 
he will ſupply the deficiency, and make it up with 
his merits, This is the ſmooth doctrine of our 
times; with this the ſoul is lulled to ſleep and 
cheated : this is the new doctrine which is nei- 
ther the law nor the goſpel; it is neither the old 
covenant of works, nor the new covenant of grace, 
but made up of both. It is the device of man 
intirely, and cannot be found in all the ſcripture. 
It is taking the new piece of Chriſt's precious cloth, 
which he wrought out with ſo much pain, and 
ſweat, and blood, to mend the old garment of our 
own righteouſneſs. It is teaching men to make a 
garment of woollen and linen together, It is againſt 
the law; for that ſaith, ** If thou continue not in 
all things in the book of the law to do them, thou 
art curſed,” It is againſt the goſpel ;z for that faith, 
% We are ſaved freely, not of works leſt any man 
ſhould boaſt, not by our righteouſneſs, not of our- 
ſelves, but of the gift of God,” | TEM 
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any ſuch thing. This is that raiment ſo often 
mentioned in the Revelations, where God ſays, 
« Ye ſhall walk before me in white, &c.” and 
this is that which the prophet calls ** the covering 
of God's Spirit,” This is the white linen which 
all muſt have if they would be ſaved, or go to hea- 


ven; and without it all elſe, however fair and ſpe- 


cious, is faulty and imperfect before him, whoſe 
eyes can behold no iniquity. 


This then is the doctrine of the goſpel, the 


glad news brought us by Jeſus; this is what has 
been hid from ages, and from generations, and 
of which the fathers and ancients, in the firſt 
four thouſand years, got ſome glimpſe, and were 
glad, This is what the patriarchs preached to 
their children, and of which the prophets ſearched, 
and wherewith they comforted the mourners in 


Sion, 


Would to God all preachers and miniſters would 
teach the ſame; they would teach ſinners in the 
right way, and be the means of ſaving themſelves, 
and the fouls of them that hear them; they would 
deſerye the characters of miniſters of Chriſt and 
prieſts of God and the Lamb. They would finiſh 
their couries joyfully; and after their toil and 
labours were happily ended, they would go and 
reſt with their chief Shepherd, and ſee him whom 
they had ſo loved, exhibited and exalted in the 
world, Jeſus would meet them with a ſmile, and 
with well done, good and faithful ſervants, 
enter ye the joy of your Lord!“ So let it be with 
me and with you in your dying hours. 


There 
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There are yet other preachers, who, in a mea- 
ſure, preach the law, and ſeem as if they believed 
morality and obedience were the only cauſe of 
our being accepted with God, They inſiſt upon 
the neceſſity of making ourſelves righteous, and 
doing our part, keeping the commandments, 
and attending the ſervice of God, &c. but leaſt 
they ſhould awaken the conſciences of thoſe who 
hear them, or bring under a deep concern about 
their ſalvation, their poor hearers, they tel] them, 
when you bave done all you can, Chriſt will do the 
reſt; he will make perfect your good works with 
his righteouſneſs : you muſt begin and ſet about 
the work, by repenting and living a religious life 
and if that is not ſufficient, when you come to die 
he will ſupply the deficiency, and make it up with 
his merits. This is the ſmooth doctrine of our 
times; with this the ſoul is lulled to ſleep and 
cheated : this is the new doctrine which is nei- 
ther the law nor the goſpel; it is neither the old 
covenant of works, nor the new covenant of grace, 
but made up of both. It is the device of man 
intirely, and cannot be found in all the ſcripture. 
It is taking the new piece of Chriſt's precious cloth, 
which he wrought out with ſo much pain, and 
ſweat, and blood, to mend the old garment of our 
own righteouſneſs, It is teaching men to make a 
garment of woollen and linen together, It is againſt 
the law; for that ſaith, © If thou continue not in 
all things in the book of the law to do them, thou 
art curſed,” It is againſt the goſpel z for that faith, 
% We are ſaved freely, not of works left any man 
ſhould boaſt, not by our righteouſneſs, not of our- 
ſelves, but of the gift of God.“ 5 


SERM. III. H 


Satan 
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Satan himſelf contrived the doctrine which ſo 
many now teach in all religions; for let them differ 
among one another as much as they will about 
antiquities, numbers, habits, forms or orders, in 
general all are drunken with this wine of forni- 
cation of the whore. All in general try to patch 
up the falſe righteouſneſs of works and duties, 
and fooliſhly hope our Saviour will accept it, and 
* his own merits and ſufferings to make it com- 
pleat. | 1 7 


The enemy, when he cannot hinder men fo as] 
to be altogther irreligious, has therefore invented 
this new religion, which is neither Jewiſh nor 
chriſtian, and this has deceived the nations ama» 
Zzingly. This people drink in greedily, and this is 
every where known, Better were it for the propa- 
gators of it that they had never been born. | 


If they preached the righteouſneſs of the Ja 
alone, and only aimed at what the Levites a 
prieſts aim at, they would do better than now: 
or did they ſhew out of the law, that whoſo had 
not kept the law blameleſs, could not be free from 
the curſe; did they affirm zealouſly, that without 
perfect and ſinleſs obedience, none could be juſ- 
tified by the law, but was condemned, then their 
fincere heprers would be alarmed, they would 
awake and begin to aſk, ** What then ſhall J do to 


be {aved ?“ They would be concerned indeed, and 


be driven to Jeſus, weary and heayy laden, for 
merey; the language of their heart, when they 
had ſeen how impoſſible it was for them to be ſaved 
by their works, ſince they had broken the ans} 
wou 
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would be, Lord ſave me, or I periſh !”” But to 
prevent this, when a ſoul is a little uneaſy about 
his preſent or future ſtate, and wants advice, he is 
told, O do not be troubled, but go on in your good 
way, go to church, to meeting, to maſs, ſay your 
prayers, and do nobody any harm, and God will 
accept you, and together with your ſincerity, 
and his mercy, you need not doubt of getting to 

heaven. | | 


This is crying peace when there is no peace, and 
healing the wound ſlightly. This is indeed daub- 
ang with untempered morter, This is mingling 
the woollen and linen together, and making the 
commandment jof God void by the traditions of 
men. This is the religion of the whole world, 
This is the falſe hopes of the ſo-called chriſtian 
part of mankind, and is in effect no more than 
what the Muſſelmen or Mahometans profeſs ; only 
with this difference, one party teaches our own 
goodneſs and the mercy of God through Chriſt, 
ſaves us, and (the] other party hopes through their 
own obedience aud {tri obſervance of the Alcho- 
ran, together with the love of God gracious and 
merciful, they ſhall enter paradiſe. The Jews, 
and poor blinded and benighted children of IIrael, 
think they are Abraham's feed, and partly by keep- 
ing the law, and partly by God's mercy, they ſha]! 
be gathered in peace to their fathers, and eſcape 
being cut off and deſtroyed from their people. The 
more bewildered children of Ham and Iſhmael, the 
heathen, and ſuch as fit in darkneſs and in the ſha- 
dow of death, dream the fame, for though con- 
ſcious of their being ſinners, and though ſenſible 
of their guix, and dreading death, yet comfort 

H 2 fthem- 


E 
themſelves that God is good and gracious, and hope 
he will only puniſh ſuch as have wholly neglected 
the law of nature, and deſpiſed altogether virtue 
and religion; and though their notions of God 
are innumerable, and often idolatrous, and very 
confuſed, yet this is the ſubſtance: of their hope; 
and with this one could bear in ſuch who have not 
heard the goſpel, nor ſeen the ſcriptures; ſuch 
thoughts are tolerable in men on whom the day- 
ſpring has not ſhined, and whoſe day of grace has 
not dawned, and it muſt be tolerable in this reſpect 
with them in the day of judgment; but for men 
called by Chriſt's name, and profeſſing his merits, 
death and divinity, to have any hope but in his 
righteouſneſs, is intolerable. To them are thoſe 
words in full force, and are my errand to them, 
„Thou {halt not wear a garment of linen and 
woollen together.” Thou ſhalt not mingle the 
righteouſneſs of God our Saviour with thy own ; 
thou ſhalt not reſt upon both; either truſt thy own 
righteouſneſs, or his alone, Truſt thy own, and 
thou ſhalt find what a broken reed, what a whited 
wall, what a ſandy and falſe ground thou haſt 
leaned on, and how dreadful thou haſt been cheat- 
ed: but truſt in Jeſus Chriſt, and lay hold on his 
righteouſneſs by faith; let the Holy Spirit clothe 
thy naked ſoul with his white raiment, with the 
ne linen wherewith all the armies of heaven are 
arrayed, and thou ſhalt be ſafe; thou ſhalt find it 
a ſure covering, long enough and white enough to 
hide all thy fin, and cover all thy iniquity, and to 
make thee perfect before God. Put on this robe, 
and thou art bleſſed, yea, and ſhalt be bleſſed for 
ever and ever; as it is written, ** Bleſſed is the 
man whoſe unrighteouſneſs is forgiven, and whoſe 
un 15 covered,” ; 


If 
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If thou wilt know what is the only true Wed- 
ding-garment, and if thou haſt no mind to be found 
naked and unclothed, when thou goeſt to another 
world, then arraign thyſelf, and call thy ſoul to 
the bar; aſk thy heart, if indeed thou couldſt ven- 
ture into eternity with thy own righteouſneſs ? 
I will go farther, couldſt thou die, couldſt thou 
depart this day, and be content now to hear the 
trump blow the laſt loud blaſt, and ſummons thee 
to ſtand before the Judge of all the earth, and have 
no covering but the righteouſneſs of thy own works? 
Yea, if thou hadſt all the righteouſneſs of Noah, 
Job and Daniel, and the obedience of every angel, 
and the good works of every faint, martyr, con- 
feſſor and virgin that ever was, thou wouldſt 
ſhudder to launch into the eternal world, nor 
couldſt thou be ſafe in any righteouſneſs but that 


of God's own, and which we receive by faith in 
him, 


However the Lord approves of the faithfulneſs of 
his people, commends, and will greatly reward 
their good works and labours of love which has 
been done for his name's ſake ; however he praiſes 
ſuch of his churches and children, whoſe laſt 
works have been more than the firſt, and blames 
ſuch whoſe works were faulty; yet that righte- 
ouſneſs which ſaves the ſoul, and that which he 
calls ſo, and is the only proper righteouſneſs, is 
the obedience, ſufferings, and merits of our cru- 
eified God and Lord Jeſus Chriſt ; and this is im- 
puted to us by believing in him, This was the 
way in which the Father of the faithful found 
righteouſneſs, and was juſtified in the fight of 


God, 


1 20 } 

God, and in this only a ſoul can be cloathed at the 
great day. Venture who will to try any other, it 

all be dearly repented, and coſt them dearly. 
They ſhall only once be ſorry for their raſhneſs 
and preſumption, and that will be for evermore. 
O do not let it be a light matter with you, whether 
or no this doctrine be true; neither be content to 
ſay Amen to it, but put on the Lamb and his righ- 
teouſneſs, fly into his wounds, and cover your- 
ſelves up in his merits; make ſure of his pardon 
and forgiveneſs, and obtain of him that raiment 
of which he ſpeaks to the angel of the Laodiceans, 
that ye may be cloathed, and that the ſhame of your 
nakedneſs may not appear, Have you never made 
any ſhew of religion, but have lived altogether 
without ſeeking righteouſneſs hitherto ? Now let 
it be ſono more; come now to jeſus, the Friend of 
publicans and ſinners, and he who hanged naked 
on the croſs will hide your ſhame, He was ſtrip- 
ped to clothe you and dreſs you for his Father's 
houſe. Come to him with all your heart, ſincere 
and willing indeed to be ſaved, and you ſhall find, 
notwithſtanding all what men can ſay, your own 
falſe heart fancy, and ſatan ſuggeſt to the contrary, 
a God nigh, and not afar off, and who is a cover- 
ing to his people, 


Or, are you devout and religious? have you at- 
tempted by the law, and ſtrove by works to be- 
come righteous, and when ye failed, patched up 
your rags with Chriſt's merits, God's mercy and 
the like ? Have ye, to quiet your conſcience, ming- 


led the woollen and linen together? Now, then, 
throw away the linſey-woolſey cloth, the forbidden 
garment, the unclean and illegal dreſs, and ap- 
| | proach 
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proach naked to him who cloaths the lillies of the 
field, and he will be your covering; the Lord God 
and the Lamb will be your ſhield ; and in as much 
as you have obeyed him, and truſted his blood and 
merits alone, you ſhall ſee, for his honour's ſake, 
for his word ſake, and according to his eternal pur- 
poſe, he will ſave you, and you ſhall appear at his 
wedding in linen clean and white, 


You ſhall here, in this life, reſt well perſuaded 
and confident of his love, of your being pardoned, 
and cloathed, and bleſſed ; and die when ye will, 
nothing ſhall part you from his love, ye ſhall go to 
him, ye ſhall follow him with that company which 
no man number, who are in white raiment, 
with crowns on their heads, before the throne. 


With whom may you and I have our eternal part, 
Amen, 


i 
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